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Arthur Schnitzler (1862-1931)

Austrian dramatist, novelist, short story writer and critic. Schnitzler dealt
with the theme of illusion and reality in many variations. Several of his
plays and other texts have found their way onto the screen. His work
shows deep understanding of the unconscious and the subconscious - he
has often been classified as the creative equivalent of his friend Sigmund
Freud. After the end of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Schnitzler lost the
cultural background of his world.

EIN BUCH SPRUCHE

Ein Wahlspruch? Lange sinn' ich hin und her,’
ja, Kinder, wenn die Welt so einfach wiir'"!

Ich brauche, wie ich mich beschrinken mag,
doch ungeféihr ein Dutzend jeden Tag.

Und wollt' ich je fiir morgen ¢inen sparen,
dass er verjiihrt war, musst' ich stets erfahren.
So schreib' am besten ich "von Fall zu Fall"; -
doch leider gilt auch der nicht iiberall.

Arthur Schnitzler was born in Vienna, the son of Professor Johann
Schnitzler, a distinguished Jewish throat specialist. He started writing as
a boy, with poetry that was published in a prominent newspaper. He also
became a competent amateur pianist. At the age of 16 Schnitzler visited
a prostitute and when his father found out, he showed his son an
illustrated treatise on sexually transmitted diseases. Although his father
disapproved of his writing aspirations, Schnitzler held him in high
esteem; the title character of PROFESSOR BERNHARDI (1912) is
supposedly modelled on him. The play was suppressed until 1918 and
caused outrage amongst anti-semites because of its portrayal of a Jew
who refuses to compromise his convictions. Following in the footsteps
of his father, Schnitzler qualified in medicine at the University of Vienna
in 1895. He developed a keen interest in psychiatry, and his close
acquaintance with Sigmund Freud, led him to write a thesis on the
hypnotic treatment of neuroses. At the age of thirty-one he gave up his
hospital post and kept only a few private patients.

In Café Griensteid] Schnitzler met Hugo von Hofmannstahl and other
Viennese writers, and sometimes traded mistresses. Theodor Herzl, the
founder of political Zionism, appeared later in the character of Leo
Gowolsky in Schnitzler's autobiographical novel The Road to the Open.
Georg, a gifted composer, begins a love affair with a singing teacher,
Anna Rosner, who becomes pregnant. Georg, who could be seen as a
portrait of the author himself, avoids commitments. Anna accepts his
decision calmly - but perhaps not in real life. '

Schnitzler's early literary reputation was largely gained through his
plays, which explored the relationship between the sexes in a manner
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daring for his time. His stories of sexual intrigue and portrayals of /?

women were well received by a faithful circle of readers. Although
Schnitzler had a variety of mistresses his experiences with Marie
Reinhard between 1894 and 1899 influenced his writing most
extensively. He had started to write plays in the early 1890s, using the
pseudonym 'Loris'. The plays were presented, in Czech, in Prague. With
LIBELEI, produced at the Burgtheater in 1895, Schnitzler become
famous all over Austria and Germany.

DER REIGEN (1900, Hands Around, also known as La Ronde) is
among Schnitzler's best-known works. It is a skilfully constructed play
in ten dialogues, in which the characters are seen after coitus as well as
before - love making is marked by asterisks in the written text.
Beginning with the seduction of a Soldier by a Prostitute, each
subsequent dialogue is related to its predecessor to form a cycle. The
character number ten, the Count, makes love to the Prostitute, and closes
the circle. The play caused one of the greatest scandals in the history of
the German theatre. It provoked anti-semitic riots in Berlin. A six-day
obscenity trial resulted in an acquittal but the author banned any
performances of the play in Europe until after his death. Hands Around
was not performed until 1920. The light-hearted juxtaposing of the love-
and-death theme inspired Max Ophuls's film La Ronde (1950). It was the
second time the director had adapted a play by Schnitzler, the first being
Liebelei (1931). Ophuls used in the film a "master of ceremonies",
played by Anton Walbrook, who keeps La Ronde "moving" and directly
addresses the audience. Ophuls refuses to judge his characters, he leaves
this solely to the spectators.

SOLDIER: There isn't a soul about, you know.
PARLOURMAID: Let's go back where there are people.
SOLDIER: We don't need people, Miss Marie, we need ... ha ha ...
PARLOURMAID: But Mr Franz, I beg you, for God's sake... if

only I'd realized... oh, oh ... come on then ...
* %k %k %k

SOLDIER: [blissfully happy]: Dear God, one more... ah ...
PARLOURMAID: I can't see your face.

SOLDIER: What's my face got to do with it? .
(from La Ronde, adapted by John Barton, from a translation by Sue
Davis, 1982)

Schnitzler's fiction is considered more important than his plays. In
STERBEN (1895), depicting a dying man, he gave an example of an
early 'stream of consciousness' technique. 'Leutnant Gust' (1900), a short
story, was considered an insult to the whole Army and is thought to have
cost Schnitzler his officer's rank - Schnitzler was removed from the
reserve list of the Austrian Medical Corps. In the story a poor young
officer is unable to satisfy his honor' after he has been insulted by
another man, a master baker. Gustl's suicidal thoughts are recorded in a
stream-of-consciousness technique - one of the earliest examples of
"interior monologue". DER WEG INS FREIE (1908, The Road to the
Open) depicts a composer, who has real gifts but lacks drive. Central
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themes in the book are anti-Semitism and the ending of a romantic
relationship. FRAULAIN ELSE (1926) is a monologue of a girl forced
to show herself in the nude to his father's friend because of her family's
debts. Living up to a daughter's duty, she yields to this demand but then
commits suicide.

TRAUMNOVELLE (1925, Rhapsody: A Dream Novel) was adapted for
the screen by Stanley Kubrick in 1999. "Overlong, and flawed, but still
compelling, with two megawatt star performances, " wrote Leonard
Maltin in his Movie & Video Guide (2000). "Nudity is plentiful, but the
European version is even more graphic." Schnitzler makes a parallel
between sexual fantasies and real life. Doctor Fridolin's wife Albertine
reveals to him one morning her dream in which secret sexual desires
come into the light. Fridolin finds the confession disturbing. He visits a
house where he nearly participates in orgies, but is then forced by two
men to leave the place. Now it is Fridolin's turn to reveal his adventure
or dream to Albertine. He starts to understand his wife from a new basis.
The end of the novel is open both to the renewal and the break-up of the
marriage.

Most of Schnitzler's later years, spent in a luxurious villa overlooking
Vienna, were devoted almost entirely to writing. After the Hapsburg
monarchy had collapsed, Schnitzler shifted from playwriting to fiction.
His social-political criticism was veiled, and once he said: "Martyrdom
has always been a proof of the intensity, never of the correctness of a
belief." The suicide of his married daughter in 1930 was a great shock to
the author and he never fully recovered from it. Schnitzler died on
October 21, 1931, in Vienna. His works were banned by the Nazi party
in Germany, and also in Austria.

For further reading: 4 Companion to the Works of Arthur Schnitzler
by Dagmar C. G. Lorenz (2003); Schnitzler's Century: The Making of
Middle-Class Culture, 1815-1914 by Peter Gay (2001); Political
Dimensions of Arthur Schnitzler's Late Fiction by Felix W. Tweraser ;
Arthur Schnitzler's Late Plays: A Critical Study by G. J. Weinberger
(1997); Arthur Schnitzler and the Discourse of Honor and Duelling by
A.C. Wisely (1996); Vienna: Image of a Society by B. Thompson
(1990); Arthur Schnitzler and Politics by A.C. Roberts (1989);
Dekadenz im Werk Arthur Schnitzlers by A. Fritsche (1974); Arthur
Schnitzler by G. Badman (1973); Arthur Schnitzler by R. Urbach
(1973); Arthur Schnitzler: A Critical Biography by M. Swales (1971);
My Youth in Vienna by A. Schnitzler (1971); Studies in Arthur
Schnitzler ed. by H.W. Reichert and H. Salinger (1963); Arthur
Schnitzler by S. Liptzin (1932)

SELECTED WORKS:

EPISODE, 1889 - An Episode

ANATOLS HOCHZEITSMORGEN, 1890 - The Wedding
Morning

ALKANDIS LIED, 1890 - The Song of Alkandis

DIE FRAGE AND DAS SCHICKSAL, 1890 - Ask No Questions
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